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Empire 8 Announces 2008 Senior Scholar-Athlete Award Winners
Nicole Cade of Ithaca and Michael Hoffman of Stevens Honored
ROCHESTER, NY – Ithaca College softball player Nicole Cade and Stevens Institute of Technology cross country/track runner Michael Hoffman have been named the 2008 Empire 8 Senior Scholar-Athlete Award winners.  The award honors those student-athletes who best exemplify what it means to be a dedicated scholar and athlete over the course of their four-year collegiate careers.

“Nicole and Michael represent the best of the Empire 8 and they are the embodiment of today’s student-athlete,” said Empire 8 Commissioner Chuck Mitrano.  “They excel in the classroom, on the playing surface, and in the community.  As truly progressive and innovative leaders, we are proud to name them as recipients of our highest honor.”

The award winners are selected by a committee comprised of conference Faculty Athletic Representatives.  To be eligible, a student-athlete must maintain at least a 3.75 cumulative grade point average.

Cade, who was honored as the conference’s first Pitcher of the Year in 2007, is a seven-time Empire Presidents’ List honoree majoring in Accounting with a minor in Mathematics.  At Ithaca, she has received numerous academic honors, including Oracle Society, Sigma Iota Epsilon (management honors), Beta Gamma Sigma (business honors), Dean’s List each semester, and Phi Kappa Phi National Honor Society recognition.  She participated in the highly selective 2007 Wall Street Summer Internship Program.
Cade took on a leadership role in her junior year to establish a chapter of the prestigious Beta Alpha Phi accounting and finance honor society and this past fall, received the Shirley Hockett Scholar Award, which honors a student for the highest level of academic performance combined with exceptional depth and breadth of interest and outstanding community service.  She has joined her team in the Ithaca Breast Cancer Alliance walk-a-thon the past four years.
- more -

Cade has also excelled on the softball field.  The two-time first-team all-conference hurler was named last season as a National Fastpitch Coaches Association first-team All-American, only the sixth such honoree in the Bombers’ storied history.  She posted a 42-8 record and a 1.26 earned run average in 2006 and 2007 and led her team to their sixth consecutive Empire 8 title, not allowing a run and striking out 20 in the conference playoffs.

“Nicole exemplifies what the NCAA and Ithaca College wants a Division III student-athlete to be,” said Ithaca softball coach Deb Pallozzi.  “She excels on the field, in the classroom, and involves herself in the school’s community.  I am extremely proud of what she has accomplished and what she continues to pursue while here at Ithaca College.”

Hoffman is a Biomedical Engineering major at Stevens, ranking first in the Biomedical Engineering class and seventh in the overall graduating class.  He has made the school’s Dean List every semester and was named to the Empire 8 Presidents’ List in the fall, the first semester in which Stevens competed in the conference.

His current senior design project will be submitted to the United States Patent Office following its completion with his work involving a new type of testing for diabetic patients that will use saliva as opposed to blood for reading sugar levels.  He has also been active in the community and in the past two years has been a key component in his cross country/track and field teams’ efforts in the “Light the Night” celebration to assist the Leukemia Foundation.

Hoffman has taken a leadership role not only in his design project, but also with the burgeoning Stevens cross country and track and field programs.  The teams have grown from 12 members to 45 since his arrival.  He earned all-conference honors in the 800 meters in his first Empire 8 indoor track championship after garnering Skyline Conference honors each of the past three years.  Hoffman has established 27 new school records in individual and relay races in indoor and outdoor track entering his final outdoor season.

“Michael is both patient and persistent, a values-based man with high standards and a deep sense of integrity,’ said Stevens cross country/track and field coach John Crawford.  “He treats others with respect, cares about the human person, and encourages those around him toward excellence.  These qualities have helped to distinguish Michael as a quintessential student-athlete.”
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